
By Andrea Escher

The hot temperatures didn’t keep the 
more than 800 King Farm residents 
away from coming out to celebrate 

the community’s 15th anniversary party on 
Saturday, June 9. The celebration, held on 
the Saddle Ridge Community Center lawn, 
included moonbounces for the children, 
face painting, balloons, and a free tradition-
al barbecue picnic.

Neighbors lined up to enjoy a delicious 
dinner of hot dogs, hamburgers and a va-
riety of side dishes. Later in the evening a 
variety of cupcakes were baked and served 
by the staff of the King Farm Cakery. 

The King Farm Citizens Assembly wel-
comed Rockville Mayor Phyllis Marcuccio, 
who presented the community with a Cita-
tion of Recognition for its 15 years.  Mayor 
Maruccio reminded residents they are the 
future of Rockville. 

Through the Years....
The King Farm 
Chronicle takes a 
look back from 
the very beginning. 
Check out the 
photos you won’t 
want to miss  
pages 18 & 19. 

Watch Where You Park!
New restricted parking signs have 
gone up in the Village Center! Turn to 
page 17 to find out all the details. 

Montessori School Update 
CORRECTION! The King Farm Mon-
tessori/Daycare at the Farmstead is 
still in the works. Story on page 20. 

King Farm Kids Just “Tryan It” 
Some of King Farm’s youngsters gave 

their all in local 
triathlon to 
raise funds for 
cancer. Story 
on page 15.

     Chronicle
Published by the King Farm Citizens Assembly

What’s NeWs

Volume 12, Issue 7 www.kingfarm.org July 2012

R
et

ur
n 

A
dd

re
ss

:
30

0 
Sa

dd
le

 R
id

ge
 C

ir
cl

e 
•

 R
oc

kv
ill

e,
 M

D
 2

08
50

PR
SR

T-
ST

D
 U

.S
. P

O
ST

AG
E 

PA
ID

G
ai

th
er

sb
ur

g, 
M

D
Pe

rm
it 

#2
66

6

By Kate Myers

The Washington Metropolitan Area 
Transit Authority (WMATA) re-

versed its decision barring private shut-
tle buses from dropping off and pick-
ing up passengers at the Shady Grove 
Metro station after complaints from the 
King Farm Conservancy, King Farm 
residents and U.S. Rep. Christopher 
Van Hollen Jr. 

WMATA’s initial decision was due 
to safety concerns about private Metro 
shuttle buses (including the shuttle 
serving the King Farm community) 
dropping off passengers in busy travel 

A Milestone Anniversary Celebration 
As King Farm Celebrates 15 Years 

After Public  
Outrage, Metro  

Reverses Course and 
Allows King Farm 

Shuttle Bus Back at 
Shady Grove

King Farm, Let’s Red, 
White and CELEBRATE!
4th of July Festivities Include  
Parade, Carnival and BBQ!

By Andrea Escher  

Start digging out your red, white 
and blue, and join your friends and 
neighbors for the annual community 

parade and carnival in celebration of In-
dependence Day on Wednesday, July 4. 
Decorate those strollers, and bicycles and 
head to the corner of Watkins Pond Bou-
levard at King Farm Park at 11:15 a.m. 

for the 10th annual parade to the Saddle 
Ridge Community Center.  This year’s 
parade will be led by a City of Rockville 
police cruiser and hopefully a fire truck. 
The parade will start at approximately 
11:30 a.m.

In years past hundreds of residents 
have participated in the parade, so if you 
do not want to walk in the parade, you 

4Th OF JUlY Continues on page 14...
BUS Continues on page 6...

The King Farm Board of Trustees  
and President were joined by  
Mayor Maruccio in cutting the  
celebratory anniversary cake.

Be sure to turn to page 13 to see photos  
of all the anniversary party fun!

AnnIveRSARY Continues on page 13...

The annual 4th of July  
festivities will include a  

parade, carnival and  
swim team BBQ on July 4.
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By Jeni Stepanek, Ph.D. Executive Director, 
Mattie J.T. Stepanek Foundation 

Summer 2012 Goal from  
Mattie’s Foundation

Peace matters. 
And, peace is possible — if individually 

and collectively, we choose to make peace 
a priority.

Mattie J.T. Stepanek, the late teen poet 
and peace activist loved being a King Farm 
Citizen. He once said, “This City of Rock-
ville neighborhood is like a mini United 
Nations, filled with diversity, abundant 
with kindness and courtesy, and exemplary 
in how to handle disagreements in non-vio-
lent ways. I am so proud that my mom and 
I chose to make this our home.” 

When Mattie died due to neuromuscu-
lar disease in 2004, local citizens celebrated 
his legacy with the Mattie J.T. Stepanek Park 
& Peace Garden, right here in King Farm. 
In addition, the Mattie J.T. Stepanek Foun-
dation was established as a volunteer-based 
not-for-profit to continue Mattie’s mission 

– which is to spread a message of hope and 
peace to all citizens of all ages around the 
world. 

In recent months, Mattie’s Foundation 
has created new resources and programs 
that support youth and adults in believ-
ing that ‘peace is possible’ as Mattie said, 

and in exploring elements of his message 
and making choices that turn this ‘possibil-
ity’ into ‘reality.’ There are free downloads 
that further peace, and new pages for Peace 
Club Kids and Peace Club Teens to share 
their thoughts and art and poetry. There is 
a Peace Journey that can support teens not 

only in earning Community Service Hours 
and giving depth to college application es-
says, but also in helping them recognize 
that peace is more than a project – it is a 
way of thinking and speaking and doing 
and being. There are pages for adults and 
educators and so much more, all created to 
help individuals and groups make peace a 
choice, and a priority. 

This summer, Mattie’s Foundation has 
set a new goal: “Make Peace the News.” 

Headlines lean toward sensation. When 
inspiration becomes news, too often, it is 
a closing feature, or included on a ‘slow 
news day.’ We live in an age where every-
day citizens can choose what gets attention 
through the power of social media, and a 
collective voice in local press. Together, we 
can shift the focus from sensation and fear, 
to inspiration and fellowship. 

Mattie was right. King Farm is filled with 
diversity. We are abundant with kindness 
and courtesy. We are exemplary in non-
violent conflict resolution. Let’s celebrate 
these truths in a public way. Let’s Make 
Peace the News!

We want PEACE to be what people are 
talking about. You can help make that a 
reality.

Encourage local news, radio, and talk 
show hosts to simply say “Peace is possible” 
at some point during their broadcast — ev-
ery day. It can become part of a routine sign-
on or sign-off. Three simple words in less 
than three seconds, but with the power to 
shift energy and change the attitudes and 
lives of countless people.

Here are three suggestions for getting 
started.

1) Tap into the power of social media 
and local press – “Like Us” on Mat-
tie’s Facebook Page, and “Share” our 
Make Peace the News post on your 
page. Tweet #MakePeacetheNews and 
#PeaceIsPossible each day. Encourage 
‘retweets.’ Register for Mattie’s Peace 
Network or Mattie’s Peace Club, and 
share your choice on your LinkedIn 
profile. Send photos and news briefs 
of peace in our community to local 
news outlets and encourage them to 
Make Peace the News.

2) Tap into the free resources available 
through the Mattie’s Foundation 
Website (www.mattieonline.com). 
For example, visit our For Our World 
Campaign page, download your free 
copy of Mattie’s peace poem, and 
post and share it — everywhere and 
every way! Be creative with how and 
where your share — within your fam-
ily, at school and work, during vaca-
tions and more! 

3) Tap into our membership and certi-
fication programs. Register your chil-
dren for our free Peace Club Kids 
page and encourage them to share 
art and poetry and peace thoughts. 
Talk with your teens about our 
Peace Journey that can earn them 
Community Service Hours and give 
depth to college application essays. 
Set an example for your family and 
coworkers by choosing to become a 
member of Mattie’s Peace Club, or 
by becoming Peace Certified by Mat-
tie’s Foundation. 

Send us photos and captions of what 
you are doing, and we will celebrate your 
choices for peace on our website as work 
with us, and ”Make Peace the News.”

Peace matters. Peace is possible. Peace 
begins with a choice — our choice. Together, 
let’s choose to Make Peace the News!

For more information about Mattie’s 
Foundation, please visit www.mattieonline.
com or e-mail heartsongbooks@gmail.com.  

Make Peace the News! 

Encourage local news, radio,  
and talk show hosts to simply say 
“Peace is possible” at some point 

during their broadcast —  
every day.
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King Farm...Through the Years
By Andrea Escher

King Farm celebrates it’s 15th anniversary this year and has matured and devel-
oped into one of the premiere and most respected communities in Rockville. 
While the King Farm Chronicle didn’t arrive in mailboxes until September 

2001, we thought it would be fun to take a trip down memory lane over the past eleven 
years of memories, stories and headlines that have made the biggest impact on King 
Farm through the years. While some faces have moved away and the children have 
grown up, it’s easy to see that the community’s spirit still remains alive and full of pride. 

The King Farm village Center held a 
grand opening celebration in  

October 2001.

houses under construction around 
King Farm Park in September 2001

My how they’ve grown...
The 2000 Screamin Geese 

Swim Team

Fire at the under construction 
King Farm Centex Condos in 

Fall 2001 September 2001 -  
Dr. Arthur litofsky was 
elected the first Board 
member to the King 

Farm Board of Trustees. Before it was constructed, 
the renderings for the now 

Bailey’s Commons Pool 
house were unveiled to the 
community in August 2003. 

In June 2003, the King Farm Playgroup was conceived! how big these  
babies are now!

Left to right: Gabriela Bedra and Ivanna (4 1/2 months old), Audrey Romano and  
Bianca (3 1/2 months old), Aryani Ong and Emily (9 1/2 months old),  

Sharon Casertano and Nicholas (5 1/2 months old), and  
Christine Hutchison and Joseph (4 months old).

King Farm elected it’s first 
President, Andrew Gordon, in 

May 2004. 

The Mattie J.T. Stepanek 
Park groundbreaking 

ceremony was held in June 
2005.

In December 2005, Joan 
Bejean was named the 
first winner of the King 

Farmer of the Year award. 

Permit parking on  
select King Farm 
streets went into  

effect in April 2007



July 2012    King Farm Chronicle 19

Shuttle Service debuted in December 2000 
with only one bus, but by February 2006 the  

community grew to three shuttle buses. 

The first King Farm 4th of July 
Parade was held in July 2002, 
this month we celebrate King 

Farm’s tenth parade. 

The King Farm Communications  
Committee debuted a the community’s  

redesigned website in April 2007.

The King 
Farm 

Dog Park 
opened to  
“howling” 
reviews in 
April 2007.

neighborhood Watch hosted a series of 
national night Out Celebrations each 

August.  

The very first 
Dog Swim at 
the Saddle 
Ridge pool 
splashed on 
the scene in 
September 

2006. 

The King Farm Community  
Garden was grown and developed 

in 2005.

Oprah made a surprise visit to King 
Farm at the Mattie Stepanek Park 

Dedication Ceremony in  
October 2008.

The King Farm Board was presented in 
January 2009 with a replica of the Mattie J.T. 
Stepanek statue as a token of appreciation 

by the Mattie J.T. Stepanek Foundation.

Slow your speed! The City of Rockville installed speed 
cameras at various locations in the community in spring 

2007.  

The King Farm Toys for Tots 
donation drive began in 

December 2007 and in the 
past five years, over 1,000 
toys have been donated to 

local families. 

The biggest and best 
news of them all... 

In January 2011, the 
King Farm Citizens 
Assembly is proudly 
named Community 

Associations Institute 
(CAI) Community of 

the Year! 




