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By Jeni Stepanek, Ph.D., Executive Director, 
Mattie J.T. Stepanek Foundation

For Our World Campaign
Free International Peace Project by Mat-
tie’s Foundation

On September 11, 2001, Mattie watched 
personal friends perish during terrorist 
attacks. “For Our World” is the poem he 
penned that evening, as his response to 
universal questions of “What now? What 
next?” He hoped that one day, these words 
would serve as an international passage for 
peace.

Sadly, acts of random and planned vio-
lence continue to occur in countries all over 
the world.

As the 10th anniversary of this tragic day 
approached, the Mattie J.T. Stepanek Foun-
dation initiated a free, international peace 
campaign. The goal of the Campaign was, 
and is, to translate and spread the words 
and message of Mattie’s For Our World poem 
around the world more and more each year.

In this poem, Mattie implores us to 
‘stop, be silent, and notice,’ and he reminds 
us that:

“We have, we are, a mosaic of gifts
To nurture, to offer, to accept.” 

By September, 2011 we reached 50 
translations of the poem in dialects from 
Albanian to Zulu. We encouraged people 
around the world to “Read it. Share it. Live 
it.”  We asked people to spread the message 
of this poem in schools and homes and 
offices — by reading it during gatherings 
and meetings and classes, and by posting 
it on Twitter and Facebook pages, bulletin 

boards and refrigerators, and more.
 We also created a chain of ‘peace flags’ 

with these translations that were flown dur-
ing the 2011 Peace Celebration at Mattie’s 
Park here in King Farm.

 Now, the events and attention focused 
on the 10th anniversary of September 11 
have subsided, and our world is still in need 
of peace. To keep momentum going, Mat-
tie’s Foundation initiated our “What Next? 
Project.”

 We continue to invite people to trans-
late, download, and share Mattie’s For Our 
World poem. In addition, we are offering 
inspiration, information, activities, and re-
sources that encourage people around the 
world to continue focusing on peace-related 
attitudes and habits that will shape the reali-
ty of our world. These activities and resourc-
es are rooted in Mattie’s “Three Choices for 
Peace” concept, which grew directly from 
his For Our World poem. 

You can be a part of this global peace ef-
fort!

 
• Please translate the poem into anoth-

er language, and send it to heartsong-
books@gmail.com.

• Please post or link to this poem to 
your website, Facebook page, or other 
social media, and encourage others to 
do the same.

 • Please print the poem and share it on 
bulletin boards, refrigerators, desks, 
and more.

A message of peace can be spread eas-
ily, through the powerful tools of the me-
dia and the internet. It can be nurtured 
through discussions among friends and 

family members, and in schools and com-
munity organizations. Peace is possible! It 
begins with a choice – our choice, that is 
expressed through our words and actions 
and ‘being’ each day. 

As we prepare for and move through the 
11th anniversary of 9/11, may the words 
of Mattie’s international passage for peace 
serve as a catalyst for changing mottos of ‘re-
venge’ into credos of ‘rebuild.’ Together, let 
us rebuild the mosaic of humanity.

Please join the effort — share this poem 
in a language that touches the hearts of 

your family and neighbors. Choose peace, 
for our world.

PLEASE NOTE: Once a translation is 
approved, it will be posted on our website 
with your name and your peace- or commu-
nication-related website. We post multiple 
translation versions in each language since 
the expression is poetry.

To learn more about our For Our World 
Campaign, or to download your FREE 
translation, please visit www.mattieonline.
com and go to Mattie’s Foundation – What 
We Do. 
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Make Peace the News! 

By Kate Myers

Ukrainian champion dancer Hanna Beauvoir and her husband Max have opened 
Hanna’s Universal Dance Studio in the King Farm Village Center. The studio of-

fers ballet, tap, salsa, ballroom dancing, Zumba and hip hop classes for all ages, includ-
ing children as young as 18 months (with a parent or caregiver). 

“We offer classes for all abilities, from beginners to advanced students,” says Max 
Beauvoir, “and our prices are very reasonable. A six-week session [one class per week] is 
just $90.00.”

Before moving to the United States ten years ago, Hanna Beauvoir owned a dance 
studio in the Ukraine, where she taught children ages four through twelve. While Han-
na will focus on ballet and ballroom dancing classes, Max, who hails from the Carib-
bean, will teach Latin dance. The studio has other professional dance instructors on 
staff as well. 

“You can’t go wrong with King Farm,” says Max Beauvoir, when asked why he and 
his wife selected the neighborhood for their studio. “We’re thrilled to be opening here. 
The number of families and mix of ages are perfect for us.”

Hanna’s Universal Dance Studio is located at 800 Pleasant Farm Drive, Suite 100. 
For more information and a schedule of classes, call 240-485-4965. Discounts are avail-
able for siblings and seniors. 
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