
The Waweru Family Spotlight Update – Summer 2013 
 
What have you been doing since you were honored by 
Mattie's Foundation? 
  
Terry and Mike Waweru report that the family members in Nairobi, 
Kenya are all doing well, and offered the following: 
 
“As a family we formed RUWEWA FOUNDATION (Real Understanding 
Of Well Being With Action).  
 
Raymond and Brian, in their early high school years, devoted their time 
during weekends and school holidays to tutor, mentor and help in basket ball skills at the 
Children's Garden's Home.  

 
They are actively involved to date to make 
a difference to these Children despite pursuing their 
Education in the United States. 
 
RUWEWA has continued to celebrate every Christmas 
since 2007 to put a smile and hope to these destitute 
Children. I will be sharing the Christmas party pictures 
which Mike and I celebrated with the Children in 
absence of our sons. 
 
This June 2013, Brian has made contacts with a youth 
group from the U.K who will be visiting the children 
home to sing and dance with them as they will be on 
enroute to Tanzania. 
 
As a family under RUWEWA FOUNDATION, we have 
taken the step to empower the community in the young 
growing children at the home and in our midst.” 
 
 

How have your shared or supported peace and/or Mattie's Foundation? 
 
The Waweru family participated in the Mattie J.T. Stepanek Foundation 2012 Peace Tree 
activity. They decorated and sent ornaments via e-mail from Kenya. These ornaments were part 
of a free international endeavor – people from six continents downloaded our ornament 
templates, and returned a mosaic of gifts from all over the world.  
 
Brian Waweru, who is responsible for a large portion of our For Our World Campaign 
translations, is also now beginning to gather translations of one of Mattie’s peace poems that is 
geared towards younger children. He will be gathering translations of Mattie’s “On Growing Up 
(Part V) poem. They will be posted on Mattie’s website as free downloads, and the Waweru 
family will be asking children in Kenya and other places to decorate the translations with colorful 
artwork and designs, to help engage them in exploring the poem, and a message of peace. 
 

(more next page) 

 

 



 
If you could share one message or thought with the entire world,  

what would that message or thought be? 
 
“I quote one of his poems that was read during our larger family early Christmas get together 
that included our Uncles and Aunties who most are over 70 years and above, that reminds us it 
does not matter what color, age, size or Country we belong, we are all one family. I quote from 
Mattie’s poem:  
 
 

On Growing Up (Part V) 
 
We are growing up. 
We are many colors of skin. 
We are many languages. 
We are many ages and sizes. 
We are many countries... 
But we are one earth. 
We each have one heart. 
We each have one life. 
We are growing up, together, 
So we must each join our 
Hearts and lives together 
And live as one family. 

 
    Mattie J.T. Stepanek 
    9/22/96 (Age 6) 
    In Journey Through Heartsongs  
    (Hyperion, 2002) 

 
 
 
 
From such strong words of wisdom from Mattie, we 
can't forget the connection of WAFF President Nancy 
Hunt, who having met Brian our son at Three Dot 
Dash some years back, made it possible to meet you 
in person last year at Mattie's Park, and we are 
forever grateful. 
 
We wish you a year full of blessings and Peace.” 
 
Terry Waweru. 
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