
My Hero (www.MyHero.com) Spotlight Update – Summer 2013 
 
What have you been doing since you were honored by 
Mattie's Foundation? 
 
MY HERO continues to grow and reach more and more students 
and teachers around the world.  We had over 12 million visitors from 
194 counties come to the web site this past year.  Our international 
film festival is now in its 9th year. Students and professionals are 
invited to submit short films celebrating heroes from around the 
world. The final deadline for this year is September 1, 2013. Special 
prizes will be awarded to filmmakers who highlight those working for 
peace and social justice. 

           Links ---  http://myhero.com/Kovic  and  http://myhero.com/Eldon 
 

This year, The MY HERO Project has established a new home for our 
Media Arts Education Program, in The Capshaw-Spielberg Center for 
Arts and Educational Justice, the cornerstone structure of the new 
Herb Alpert Educational Village. It is an honor to have been 
selected  as one of ten not for profits to be come part of the Herb 
Alpert Educational Village. This space allows us to collaborate with 
innovators and leaders in the field of education. MY HERO hosts a 
monthly Salon, on the Third Thursday of each month in the 
Leadership Center at the Herb Alpert Educational Village with guest 
speakers, films, and live musical performances. These family-friendly 
events are open to the public.   Link --- http://myhero.com/Salon 

 
On September 21, 2013  we will be producing a special event for The 
International Day of Peace with heroes, music, art, and short films to 
support our global learning community.  We will be honoring Ron 
Kovic a devoted peace activist and author of the academy award 
winning film Born on the 4th of July along with others working for Peace around the globe. We 
are encouraging students, teachers, and partner organizations to take time to celebrate those 
working for peace in their community and to renew their commitment to make a positive 
difference in the world by their own actions. 
 
How have your shared or supported peace and/or Mattie's Foundation? 

 
We continue to spread Mattie's message of peace on the MY HERO web site. We know that 
students and teachers around the world who learn about Mattie's journey and Jeni's ongoing 
commitment to peace and education are truly inspired. Mattie's spirit has touched so many lives 
including my own, and Jeni remains a constant source of hope and inspiration. 
 
Why does peace matter so much to you? 
 

The culture of war has been so powerful and destructive in all of our lives. 
 

The culture of peace has so much promise. 
 

Too many lives have been lost, 
Too many innocents wounded, 
Too many dollars wasted, 

 
What if the resources used to promote hatred, violence and war were used to feed the 
hungry, care for the sick, and educate our youth? Then we might find a path to a more 
sustainable future where all children can flourish and grow. 

 

 



 
 
Other updates would you like to share (personal, professional, peace-related)? 
 

From our base in beautiful Laguna Beach, California we recently hosted the 6th Annual 
Laguna Hero Fest. This model program is supported by the City of Laguna Beach, local 
merchants, and students, teachers and artists. This program brings together young and 
old alike for an inspiring evening of art, live music and short films. This year we produced 
a short music video tribute to the founder of the Laguna Greenbelt, an unsung hero, 
named James Dilley. Local artists, musicians and filmmakers came together to put this 
special music video tribute together. Music is a great way to help tell the stories of 
unsung heroes.  Link ---  http://myhero.com/DilleyDitty 

 
MY HERO can support groups interested in hosting a local hero festival by providing 
selected short films from our international film festival to add to local celebrations.   
For more info check out our resource guide: How to Host a Local Hero Fest.  
 Link --- http://myhero.com/HeroFest 
 

 
If you could share one message or thought with the entire world,  

what would that message or thought be? 
 

This world if filled with compassionate and caring souls who help us each 
and every day by their example. Jeni and Mattie you are two bright stars 
whose spirits continue to shine all around us. 

 
New video or website or social media links:  http://myhero.com/Promo 
 
Any additional thoughts or comments:  
 

Jeni --- you and Mattie, and the Mattie J.T. Stepanek Foundation, continue to inspire me 
and all who know you and the activities of the Foundation. 
 
MY HERO is thankful to you for allowing us to share your story with visitors from around 
the world. As a peacemaker Mattie has touched the lives of young and old alike. Your 
work for peace in his honor is truly inspiring. Your are a great mother, friend and global 
leader. You have met great challenges with courage, kindness, and a desire to make the 
world a better place by mentoring global youth leaders, and others. 
 
I am so impressed with you, your vision and ability to realize your dreams. Jeni you and 
Mattie are shining lights in my universe whose brightness continues to illuminate a path 
filled with possibilities and hope. 
 

Thanks for this opportunity. I appreciate all you do Jeni and look 
forward to thanking you in person one day. 

 
Peace and love to you, 

 
Jeanne 

 
 

   www.MattieOnline.com 

 


