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Mattie J.T. Stepanek Peace Day 
Annually on July 17 

Letter of Support for Proclamation 
 
What is being requested of President Barack Obama? 
We are requesting that President Barack Obama sign the proclamation request submitted by Senator 
Barbara Mikulski (D-MD) and supported by a growing number of politicians and thousands of citizens 
for a national Mattie J.T. Stepanek Peace Day to be celebrated each year on July 17. 
 
Why does a national peace day matter? 
A national day designated for peace matters because peace matters! Our world is in desperate need of 
non-violent conflict resolution, anti-bullying programs, and simple kindness. Peace is possible – if we 
make peace something that matters to us and for others, and if we choose to reflect on how peace begins 
and grows, and then learn to respond and reach out with peace through deliberate attitudes and actions.  
 
Why is it linked to Mattie J.T. Stepanek and to be designated for July 17? 
Mattie J.T. Stepanek is the late teen poet and peace activist who penned seven NY Times Bestselling 
books of poetry and essays, each filled with inspiration and information about hope and peace and 
purpose. Mattie took the abstract concept of peace and explained it in ways that make it understandable, 
desirable, and achievable. He offered a template of peace choices that can move peace from a possibility 
to a personal, community, and global reality. Mattie’s birthday is July 17.  
 
How can people of all ages and political preferences support this effort?  
Peace is for all people – all faiths and political preferences, all ages and abilities. Any person can send a 
letter of support for the Mattie J.T. Stepanek Peace Day to local, state, and/or national politicians. A 
sample letter is provided below on this page. 
 
Where can more information about Mattie J.T. Stepanek and peace be found? 
For more information about Mattie, his message of hope and peace, and the Mattie J.T. Stepanek 
Foundation which carries forth his legacy and creates programs and materials to support people of all 
ages and abilities and aspirations in understanding and choosing peace, please visit: 
 

www.MattieOnline.com 
 

======================== 
Please feel free to print and sign this form, and mail it to your local and state representatives: 

 

I support the effort to establish Mattie J.T. Stepanek Peace Day to be celebrated on July 17 each year.  
I request your support for this endeavor as well, and ask that you help raise awareness so that the 
President of the United States will proclaim this day for the citizens of our country.  
 

Name (signed): 
Name (printed): 
Address (Street): 
Address (City/State/Zip): 

 


