
Answering Your Top Ten Questions About the  
National Peace Day Campaign 

  
Millions have been inspired by the late 13-year-old 

poet and peacemaker, Mattie J.T. Stepanek. 
On July 17, we want to celebrate peace, Mattie’s life and legacy 

through a national peace day on July 17 (his birthday).  
 

Below are answers to your Top Ten FAQs about the campaign. 
  

1) Who is Mattie J.T. Stepanek?   
Mattie J.T. Stepanek is the late teen poet and peace activist who penned seven NY Times Bestselling books of 
Heartsongs poetry and Just Peace essays, each filled with inspiration and information about hope and peace 
and purpose. Jimmy Carter called him “the most remarkable person” he has ever known. Oprah Winfrey 
named him one of her top three most memorable guests across her 25 years of programming. After he died, a 
congressional resolution was passed a flag was flown over the US Capitol to honor his many contributions 
to society. Members of the Catholic Church are gathering information on his heroic virtues for a possible 
Cause for Canonization. All this, and more, commemorates a child who died just before his 14th birthday 
due to a rare neuromuscular disease, but who left a legacy that continues to grow and inspire people. A 
legacy of hope and peace, guided by a simple, clear, and achievable message rooted in personal and purposeful 
choices in attitudes, words, and actions. 
 
2) What is the purpose of the campaign?  
• The Mattie J.T. Stepanek Foundation is campaigning to share Mattie’s life and legacy as a gift to our 

nation – with a proclamation by the U.S. President of an annual, nationally recognized day that puts 
“peace” on our national calendar – on July 17, the day of Mattie’s birth.  

• The campaign also endeavors to have elected leaders at city, county/parish, and state levels proclaim 
July 17 “Mattie’s Peace Day” with local gatherings and celebrations each year.  

• The vision is an annual day that brings diverse people of all ages together in a celebratory way, and that 
provides information and information through recreational and educational activities.  

• The mission is to nurture an understanding of choices that create peace – for individuals, for communities, 
and for our world - and to increase understanding of how we can each move from developed attitudes and 
habits to deliberate actions and involvement that transform peace from a possibility to a reality. Resources 
rooted in Mattie’s “Three Choices for Peace” and his peace message will be available to guide individuals, 
families, organizations, and communities in creating and celebrating peace day activities and events. 

 
3) What is being asked of the President and other elected officials? 
• We are asking the President of the United States of America to declare July 17 National Peace Day. 
• We are asking city, county/parish, & state elected officials to declare July 17 Mattie’s Peace Day, and to 

plan local celebrations and gatherings each year that bring citizens together in celebration and education. 
 
4) Why does a national peace day matter? 
• A national day designated for peace matters because peace matters! Our world is in desperate need of non-

violent conflict resolution, anti-bullying education, nurturing of resilience, and simple kindness. 
• Peace is possible – if we make peace something that matters to us and for others, and if we choose to 

reflect on how peace begins and grows, and then learn to respond and reach out with peace through 
deliberate attitudes and actions. Proclaiming an annual day to consider and celebrate peace makes a clear 
statement about what matters for the citizens of our country, and for our country as a global role model.  

 
5) Why do we need a national day for peace when there is an international one?    
This campaign is about this country choosing to make peace something that matters enough that it is on our 
national calendar and agenda. This would be a day that as a national family, we focus on peace – awareness 
and education, projects and celebrations, doing peace and being peace. We cannot truly have peace with our 
neighbors if we do not have peace in our own hearts. Likewise, we cannot expect to negotiate world peace if 
we do not practice peace together in our own country. Ending wars with and in other countries is an important 
part of peace, but it is not how or where peace begins. Peace begins within each person – and is fostered at 
home, at school, at work, and in local communities, and grows outward. 



6) Why is the day linked to Mattie J.T. Stepanek and on July 17? 
Mattie is being linked to this peace day campaign for the same reason the name and legacy of any other role model 
is linked to a particular day or event – not for glory or recognition, but for inspiration and example. During his brief 
life, Mattie inspired millions of people to think about peace, to talk about peace, and to make peace a choice in word 
and action. Since his death in 2004, millions more people all around the world have been positively impacted by 
activities and materials rooted in Mattie’s message and writings. Mattie took the abstract and seemingly impossible 
concept of peace and explained it in ways that make it understandable, desirable, and achievable. He offered a 
template of peace choices that can move peace from a vague possibility to a personal, community, and global 
reality. To campaign for a "peace day" for our country and not have it attached to a concrete "what now, what next" 
embraceable and achievable "attitude to action" plan could further dis-illusion (even empower) the peace skeptics. 
Mattie not only inspires people across ages, abilities, aspirations, faiths, cultures, and political preferences to want 
peace, he inspires us to reach for it, and to become the source of it, and even to offer peace to our diverse neighbors. 
July 17 is Mattie's birthday – a wonderful mid-year day to consider and celebrate peace as a national family.  
 
7) Who initiated the campaign and why?  
This Campaign was initiated by Senator Barbara Mikulski (D-MD) as a way of honoring the ten-year anniversary 
of Mattie’s passing. In 2001, after the events of 9/11 and the anthrax scares that followed, Sen. Mikulski saw Mattie 
offering hope and healing – even peace – through poetry, speeches, and conversations. She reached out to him, 
visiting with him on more than one occasion, which inspired her to believe that peace is indeed possible – if we take 
the time to learn about what peace is and how it begins and grows, and if we deliberately make choices in attitudes 
and actions that promote peace for ourselves and our world. In 2013, Sen. Mikulski wrote the letter requesting that 
the President recognize Mattie’s birthday with a peace day following a correspondence from Wendy Thompson, a 
former Board member for the Mattie J.T. Stepanek Foundation. The result was a 2014 Congressional Resolution in 
support of the campaign. Now, this campaign is needed more than ever, as our nation struggles with division and 
unrest. Peace unifies!  
 
8) Who has publicly supported this Campaign so far?  
Since initiated, Former U.S. President Jimmy Carter, Senator Ben Cardin (D-MD), Senator Chris Van Hollen 
(D-MD), Congressman Jim Moran (D-VA),  Maryland Democratic Committee Chair Kathleen Matthews, 
State Senator Cheryl Kagan (MD), Former State Senator Jennie Forehand (MD), State Delegate Marc 
Korman (MD), Montgomery County Council Representatives – Mark Elrich, Sidney Katz, and Hans Reimer, 
Former County Executive Doug Duncan (Montgomery County, MD), Mayor Bridget Newton and the 
Rockville, MD City Council, Gail Sherman (President) and the King Farm Citizen’s Assembly, the Muscular 
Dystrophy Association, Children’s Hospice International, the We Are Family Foundation, CNN’s Chris 
Cuomo, EWTN’s Raymond Arroyo, Larry King, Billy Gilman, and a growing number of leaders and citizens 
(more then 8,500 so far) have joined the Mattie J.T. Stepanek Foundation in promoting this Campaign – writing 
letters, signing the online petition, and sharing information on social media for a July 17 National Peace Day.  
 
9) How long will the petition be posted and why are so many signatures needed? 
The petition launched in June 2014 (http://t.co/4SNWNC1D6Y) is on the Change.org website. The petition goal is 
set for 100,000 signatures, as that is a number generally recognized by the White House for attention to a campaign. 
The hope is that the President will act soon, and choose peace rather than wait for numbers or deadlines. Mattie’s 
Foundation is creating information guides to support individuals, families, and communities in celebrating Peace 
Day in fun yet informational ways, offering educational and recreational activities for diverse people of all ages.  
 
10) What can individuals do to support this campaign?  
• Get involved – peace is for all people. Encourage involvement across ages, states, & political parties.  
• Sign the petition – in less than one minute, your name can create history & “make peace the news.” 
• Get others involved – share information and ask family, friends, coworkers, and neighbors to sign. 
• Reach out to local elected officials & celebrity or media connections – a simple, ready-to-sign letter can be 

downloaded here– http://www.mattieonline.com/?p=22059. This letter (or your own letter) provides a quick and 
easy way to support the campaign beyond the online petition. (Return signed letters to Mattie’s Foundation – 
402 King Farm Blvd, #125, Rockville, MD 20850).  

• Write a letter to the U.S. President – or sign the downloadable ready-to-sign one and mail it to him.  
• Raise awareness – help change history by encouraging your local television, radio, and newspapers to do a 

story on this campaign, and by sharing campaign information daily on social media.  
Facebook and Twitter hashtags: #POTUS #NationalPeaceDay #MattiesPeaceDay #July17 #Change4Peace 

 
One person can make a difference, but together, we can create change. 

Let's change our national agenda, with peace. Thank you! 
 

For more information please visit www.MattieOnline.com 


