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By Andy Gordon  

Many truths can be said about Bob 
Balkam. He lived nearly 100 years. 
He spent his last decades here in 

the King Farm community. He led a fasci-
nating life that included world travels and 
that touched the lives of people across time 
and space. But above all, Bob was a man of 
many good deeds. It’s as simple as that.

Our lives intersected in the fall of 2005 
with an introduction by Ted Wessel, the 
King Farm Citizens Assembly’s General 
Manager at that time. I was President of 
the Assembly and wanted to follow up on 
discussions to honor Mattie Stepanek, the 
teen poet and peace activist who moved 
to King Farm with his mother in 2002, 
and who passed away two years later. Bob 
Balkam and his wife Laurin, who also 
moved to King Farm in 2002, enjoyed 
getting to know the Stepaneks and spend-
ing time together as neighbors. After I 
met Bob, he and I quickly grew close and 
worked to develop ideas on ways to honor 
Mattie. 

The original plan for a memorial, sug-
gested by the King Farm developer, was to 
put up a plaque in the retail park. Bob and 
I asked each other – “why not set our sights 
on something bigger.”

I didn’t know at the time that I was be-
ing guided by a (then) 84-year old master 
salesman who had expertise and experience 
with building consensus and driving people 
to positive outcomes that served a higher 
purpose. I would later learn about his ecu-
menical leadership that moved him to Eng-
land, his attendance at the Second Vatican 
Council at St. Peter’s Basilica, and his audi-
ence with Pope Paul VI. I would also learn 
about his and Laurin’s service in World 
War II, and about their journey of service to 
country, church, family and friends. Much 
of that, and so much more, would come in 
time as our friendship grew.

By winter of 2005, Bob and I had gained 
buy-in from the leadership of the King 
Farm community to ask the City of Rock-
ville to name the 26-acre park at the north 
end of the community after Mattie. That 
recreation facility was scheduled for devel-
oped at that time, and a park named after 
a child who shared messages of hope and 

peace, and who embraced a philosophy of 
remembering to “play after every storm!” 
seemed perfect. Once the idea was support-
ed by Citizen Forum discussions, during 
the Mayor and City Council unanimously 
voted in favor of the tribute. 

Once the announcement was made Jeni, 
Mattie’s mom, spoke to the Council and 
citizens, and not a dry eye was to be found. 
We did it – the park was to be named after 
Mattie, and a beautiful peace garden area 
would be created within the facility. Even 
though he did much of the leg-work in mov-
ing this forward, Bob didn’t take credit for 
his efforts as I would go on to learn that 
he had been doing good deeds for most of 
his life. 

Across time, I be-
gan learning more 
about Bob and the 
good he did for so 
many in the world. 
His life and way 
of being became a 

source of encouragement for me, as did our 
friendship and love. We would regularly 
meet for coffee at Mayorga (the local cof-
fee shop in those days). He would tell me 
about his life and experiences, and I’d tell 
him about mine, and also about challenges 
I was working through. Good lord – was he 
a great listener!  His attention and presence 
was noteworthy – a true gift. At the end of 
those coffee meetings, there was always a 
little, “what if we did this?” suggestion from 
Bob, which would grow into the next steps 
of not only the park development, but also 
other good deeds. I used to chuckle – Bob 
didn’t ever stop plotting and scheming to 
do good. 

While he shared much about his life, as 

most of life’s intersections go, I didn’t really 
capture the depth of his past experiences in 
the moments he was sharing. Our friend-
ship was based in the “here and now,” mo-
tivated by fulfilling a vision for a memorial 
for a teenage boy, establishing a foundation 
to continue a mission of peace, and bring-
ing the peace park to fruition. But I kept in 
touch with Bob after Mattie’s Foundation 
was established in 2005, and after the park 
was completed and dedicated in 2008. And 
when my wife, Lynn, and I moved from 
King Farm to Delaware many years later, 
and Bob and his wife moved from their 
condo into Ingleside at King Farm, we con-
tinued our conversations and friendship. 
I wasn’t surprised to hear how active he 
was active with the Ingleside community, 
and about all the good deeds continued 
bringing while he served as a leader in the 
Residents Council there.  

I also learned from Bob’s family that he 
only shared the tip of his world experience 
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and influence with me, and with many others. Perhaps it 
was too much to share, or perhaps he thought those de-
tails were less important than moving forward and bring-
ing about positive change. But that’s a the lesson I have 
learned from someone like Bob, right? To live life fully, 
and to do and bring good to the world, and celebrate and 
support there here and now.

Bob’s passing this summer – at the age of 97 – was a 
huge loss for me, and for countless others who were di-
rectly or indirectly touched by his life, and his good deeds. 
Whether you knew Bob during his life or not, I encourage 
people to read his obituary online, to Google his name 
and “Omaha Beach,” or to read the Legacy.com guest book 
entry about him. He and his wife, Laurin, were truly the 
best of the Greatest Generation. And they were also the 
best to their family – parents to 8 children and 22 grand-
children. I attended his funeral and was inspired by a ser-
vice that was scripted by Bob himself (of course! as he was 
always planning and thinking ahead). I was also inspired 
by the strength of his family, each member so vibrant and 
full of love for their patriarch. I just know that the Balkam 
clan will continue his legacy.

Bob lived life with grace, practicing acceptance, and 
always optimistic about the future. I hope that everyone 
has the opportunity to know someone like Bob. I hope 
that everyone gets the chance to learn from someone who 
chooses to live and to serve as a mentor, and who inspires 
good deeds. I hope that we each choose to follow Bob’s 
approach to helping people– young and old – in so many 
“here and now” moments. Bob showed me, and others, 
that doing good is easy – it just takes the will to embrace 
the first step. 

King Farm was fortunate to have Bob Balkam as a 
member of its community and I know his presence and 
gifts will endure. Think of Bob the next time you take a 
stroll through the Mattie J.T. Stepanek Park and contem-

plate what you can do to make a difference – and to do 
good.  

 Memorial contributions in Bob’s name may be made 
to the Ingleside at King Farm Employee Appreciation 
Fund, 701 King Farm Blvd., Rockville, MD 20850; or 
the Alzheimer’s Association, 225 N. Michigan Ave., Floor 
17, Chicago, IL 60601 (www.alz.org); or the Mattie J.T. 
Stepanek Foundation (mattieonline.com).
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forum will be located at the Saddle Ridge Community Center at 300 Saddle Ridge Circle.  
The 2019 “Draft Budget” reflects NO CHAMGE in fees for 2019. Please note, the King Farm Conservancy (the 

organization responsible for the shuttle services) is not a part of this budget and that fee is not reflected in the schedule 
below.  The current Conservancy fee is $12.51 per month per single family and townhome unit and $3.13 per apart-
ment unit. This fee is in addition to the fee listed below.    

The 2019 proposed KFCA fees are as follows:

We invite your thoughts and questions about the draft budget.  Please provide any comments you may have at the 
open forum and/or by submitting your comments to budget@kingfarm.org, which will be shared with the committee 
and Board of Trustees.
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 2017  Proposed
 Approved 2018 2019
Single Family/Townhomes $100.29 $100.29 $100.29
Condos $75.30 $75.30 $75.30
Apartments $25.08 $25.08 $25.08




